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Greetings from Reverend Mitchell Boughman
Dear Cullowhee UMC,
As I prepare to wrap up in my current appointment and begin
the next chapter of ministry with you, I am overwhelmed with
gratitude. You all at CUMC were integral in my calling into
ministry. CUMC was always a kind of dream appointment in my
mind, a kind of model. In fact, in a district committee on
ordained ministry meeting years ago, my first district
superintendent asked me what kind of church to which I would
like to one day be appointed. My answer: "Anywhere I can
chop some wood." He remembered that answer when
appointing me to Friendship-Shady Grove. And while I sang in
the choir at Cullowhee, chopped some wood here, and attended
the Wesley Foundation back during my college days, I never
would have thought that I would be given the opportunity to serve among you in the capacity of
an elder. It is truly an honor to be your next pastor. Molly and the kids are also very excited. The
move will be difficult of course, given the close relationships we made in Connelly Springs, and
the distance we will be from family, but to come to Cullowhee and reconnect with you here, is a
great privilege and blessing.
In the coming weeks after my first official day, I hope that you will take advantage of what
Molly and I call "Cottage Meetings." Basically, it will be an opportunity for you to come to the
newly renovated parsonage so we can all get to know each other a little better and so you can
see all the work that's been done. It is so nice of you all to put work into the house that will serve
as our family's next home. We will provide snacks and drinks for a series of small groups. It may
take several months to allow all of you the opportunity to come by, but we'll get a physical signup
sheet as well as an online signup sheet posted as soon as possible.
While I have not been in prison like he was when he wrote these words, Paul's words to the
Philippians also summarize my feelings toward you all in Cullowhee: "I thank my God every time I
remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership
in the gospel...It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my
heart...(Philippians 1:1-7)." I hope you have a good summer, and I can't wait to be among you
again.
Peace and blessings, Rev. Mitchell Boughman, M.Div
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High School Graduates
On Sunday, May 29 we celebrated our 4 High School Graduates. If you would like to send
them a card or a "little something" their addresses, follow.
Tripp Grube, 203 Star Dance Ridge, Sylva, NC 28779
Emilia Haney, 1500 Pressley Creek Rd., Cullowhee, NC
28723
 Sam Hudson, PO Box
111, Cullowhee, NC
28723
Camden Myers, 72 Sawbriar Dr., Sylva, NC 28779





Cullowhee Kids Graduation Class
The 4-year-old class from Cullowhee Kids Preschool
graduated Thursday, May 26. Ready or not kindergarten
here we come!

Vacation Bible School
VBS HAYDAY June 20 and 21
We hope children of all ages will join us for "Hay Day" Vacation Bible
school this year! "Hay Day" VBS will begin Monday, June 20th and
end Tuesday, June 21st. Each day we will gather from 9-11:30am.
Children will travel through stations where they will learn important
parables that Jesus taught, participate in Moo-sic and Worship, have
fun in the game station, and do something kind for people in our community in the project
station. If you would like to register your child and your neighbor's child, please click the
link to fill out the form. We hope to see lots of friends
there! https://www.myvbs.org/cullowheeumchayday
Located on the campus of Western Carolina University
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Save the Dates for Church Summer Picnics
1. June 2, Thursday, East Laporte Picnic Shelter, 57:00 p.m. We will be grilling hotdogs. Please
bring a side dish to share!!!
2. July 28, Thursday, East Laporte Picnic Shelter, 5-7:00 p.m.

Youth Service Trip to Detroit
In two weeks, Scarlette Pless, Scott Huffman, Mike Poston
and 12 of our middle and high school students will be
making the trek to Detroit, Michigan for a service trip. We will
arrive Sunday, June 5th and return home to Cullowhee on Friday, June 10th. Our destination is
Cass Community Social Services. Cass Community is a nonprofit that provides housing and other
essential needs for those experiencing homelessness, they provide jobs for those who are
unemployed, mental and physical health care and so much more! We are excited to volunteer at
Cass Community, to experience Detroit and to build relationships with our neighbors there. We
thank you for your prayers and good thoughts!

Wilderness Trail Adventure for Youth
The Youth will attend Wilderness Adventure, July 510. Wilderness Adventure is located near Damascus,
VA. with the Appalachian Trail close by. Wilderness
Trail is a backpacking ministry that takes people out of
their comfort zone and places them in the beauty of
God's creation. The youth will hike the AT during the
day carrying everything they need in a pack, set up a
different camp each night and then hike to a new camp the following day.

Located on the campus of Western Carolina University
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WHEE READ!
Summer Literacy Program at Cullowhee UMC returns for its 4th year.
The Duke Endowment is working with rural congregations in North Carolina to combat
learning loss in their communities through evidence-informed summer literacy programs
for rising first- through fourth graders. The goals are to improve literacy outcomes for
students who are at risk for reading failure and encourage churches to play an effective
role in helping children and families.
The Whee READ Summer Camp at Cullowhee UMC will run June 10-July 22, 2022, 8:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m. with 25 students enrolled. The children are provided 3 hours of reading
instruction each day, led by master teachers and assistants hired from local elementary
schools. Afternoon enrichment opportunities may include music, art, science and
engineering, physical activities, etc. This program is funded by a grant from the Duke
Endowment as well as contributions from local organizations and Cullowhee UMC.
The grant money will fund the teachers, but there is much more to running this program. It
will take a LOT of us to make this project a success. Areas where we need YOUR help
include:


Reading Buddies on Thursdays and Fridays only, 12:15-12:45 p.m.
Click here to Sign-up for Reading Buddies for Summer Literacy Program



Playground Volunteers everyday 1:30-2:00 p.m. Click here to Sign up for Playground
Volunteer.



Food scholarships, full or partial. The cost for lunch for the 6 weeks for a child is
$270. Hope you can help. Please make a check out to the church with SLP food
scholarship in the memo line. or donate via the church website here.

Please think about how you can volunteer or support this program and thank you for your
consideration.
Located on the campus of Western Carolina University
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Camp Tekoa
Camp Tekoa, a United Methodist Camp in Hendersonville, NC, offers MiniCamps for short over-nights for 7-9 year olds, week long camps for
Elementary (8-11 year olds), Middle and High school students and day
camps for Elementary students (5-11 year olds). They offer tons of fun
activities like ziplining, Slip-n-slide, arts and crafts, swimming,
evening devotionals and campfires, etc. Youth can add swamp canoes, mud
pit, camp-out, high rope activities. Lots of Youth and Children from CUMC have attended Camp
Tekoa over the years and speak highly of their camp experiences. Some go back to be summer
camp counselors. Check out www.TEKOA.camp.

Sunday School Classes
The Serendipity Sunday School Class meets in the Weekley Library (Room 117) and by Zoom
from 10:00-10:45 a.m. They are discussing the audio book Hinds Feet on High Places by
Hannah Hurnard. For more information, contact Adrienne Stuckey at aastuckey@wcu.edu
The Contemporary Issues Sunday School Class meets in Room 207 on the second floor
across from the Choir Room. They will be watching and discussing a DVD entitled Comparative
Religion. If you are interested in how Christianity is similar and different from other religions, you
will find this series beneficial. All are welcome. The class starts at 9:50 a.m. or after the first
service is over. All are welcome. Please contact Ed Taylor, edtaylorpottery@yahoo.com for more
information.
The Faith and Family Sunday School Class meets in the Wesley Foundation on Sundays from
10:05-10:45.
The Middle and High School Youth Class meets from 10:00-10:45 in the Youth Room (Room
206) to do video studies and mission projects with Adam Mottershead and Ashely Perkins. All 6 th12th graders are invited to join this class! For more information, contact Adam at
acmottershead1@catamount.wcu.edu
All children K-5th Grade will meet in the Small Fellowship Hall from 10:00am-10:45am a
workshop rotation model curriculum. Children will dive deeply into a Bible story, first gathering
together for an opening hands-on activity before breaking off into age groups and traveling to a
rotating station each Sunday. For more information, contact Scarlette Pless at
scarlettepless@gmail.com
Infants and Toddlers will take their first steps in faith with Victoria Inman and a volunteer in
Room 125.
Located on the campus of Western Carolina University
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Online Giving
Are you new to on-line giving? On-line giving is a very easy way to make a gift to the Church;
however, there is a transaction cost associated with this service and our hope is that people who
chose to take advantage of this option will also consider increasing their gift to cover the cost.
The system can be accessed on the Church’s website, http://www.cullowheeumc.org/ with a
Donation Button where you will find a tutorial video and a list of frequently asked questions.
Obviously, we are happy to continue receiving gifts by check or cash and this service just
provides another giving option. If you have questions about online giving, please contact Chuck
Wooten or Sue Heckert.

June Birthdays
1
2
3
5
6
7
8
9
12
11
14
15
16
17
19

Della Reeves, Sue Heckert
Chuck Graham, Kim Winter
Adam Mottershead
Ellen Hotaling
Edison Virtue
Greta Bates, Karis Borchelt
Jacob Scifers
Derek Michael O’Malley
Craig Cloud, Chuck Wooten
Dean Haney, Izzy and Tilly Bassett
Carson Frady
Leigh Ayling, Travis Railsback
Betty Tweedy, Wes Stone, Jackson Howk
Scott Rossa
Gavin Buskey
Emma Carnes
Lori Stafford, Lee Manthorne O’Malley

20
21
22
25
26
27
28
29

Stacey Adams, Molly Boughman
Shawn Stafford, Susan Pepper
Loren Fouts, Donna Weekley Watson
Brian Holliday
Bonnie Derks, Andrew Holliday, Linda Fulk,
Lance Buskey, Tyler Milkey
Elizabeth Cochran, Aniya Metcalf
Marsha Crites, Julia Holliday
Macey Batchelor

June Anniversaries
9
15
16
23
24
27

John & Amanda Patterson,
Mike & Lori Poston
Ryan & Scarlette Pless
Roger & Lisa Bacon, Chuck & Kathy Wooten
Danny & Jennifer Williamson
Richard & Barbara Starnes
Cory & Diane Howk

Located on the campus of Western Carolina University
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July Birthdays
1
3
4
5
6
7
9
10
11
13
14
16
17
19
21
22

Bob Cochran, Sue Bartlett
Laura Cook, Cathryn Schrader,
Dawn Gilchrist
Adrienne Stuckey
Bonnie Stephens, Kathyrn Kantz,
Ryan Pless
Lee Macaulay, Gail Maye
Sheri Turk, Addison Cowan, Greta Metcalf
Andee Parris, Mike Poston,
Knox Yarborough
Dana O’Dell, Justin Holmes, Cody Briggs
Maris Ridenour, Suzanne Stone
Sylvia Rose Bauguess, Tripp Grube
Brannan Claxton
William Howk
Barbara Starnes
Barbara Fulmer
Brent Hyatt, Bill Ogletree
Alleyne Broomell
Emilia Haney

23
26
27
29
30
31

Suzanne McDowell
Hannah Van Hooser
Larissa Miller, Susan Clements
Matt Broomell
Amanda Patterson
Christopher Turk, Jim Wallace

July Anniversaries
6
11
17
18
20
23
25
26

Barry & Renee′ Campbell,
Clark & Wanda Corwin
Josh & Beth Belvin
Chris & Roz Behre
Jessica Heckert & Fernando Tonone
Mark & Mary Holliday
George & Ellen Weekley
Chuck & Penny Graham
Matt & Rachel Wike
Trey & Melanie Batchelor

Located on the campus of Western Carolina University
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Dear Church
We are writing to you on behalf of the Smoky Mountain District's Justice and Reconciliation
Team. On Sunday, June 19, 2022, we and Lake Junaluska will host a JUNETEENTH Gospel
Celebration at Lake Junaluska - a day of celebration for the whole community.
We want to invite you and your church/staff to join us in celebration.
Our mission is to worship inclusively, educate our community on its racial history, initiate critical
conversations toward reconciliation, and celebrate African American freedom and culture.
This JUNETEENTH Freedom Celebration is an expression of our desire to continuously stand
with the historically marginalized African Americans in our community and beyond.
The community celebration will commence at 1:00pm, after the 2022 WNCC Annual Conference
has been dismissed.
From 1:00pm - 5:00pm, there will be gospel music, food trucks, moonwalks, dancing, and family
fun. We have invited the Catamount Singers, Dr. Tiffany Jackson, and a multicultural community
choir.
It would be a great honor and privilege if you and your church/staff would join us.
For more information, you may contact either of the co-chairs for the Justice and Reconciliation
Team - Rev. D'Andre Ash at 404-808-6568 or Rev. Keith Turman at 828-545-1568.
Sincerely,
Your SMD Justice & Reconciliation

Located on the campus of Western Carolina University

