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After 58 weeks in Covid shut down, the church is starting to open up. It has been a long time since we’ve had any 
activities to plan or report.  The monthly newsletters are resuming!!! 

 
 
 

In-church Sunday Worship and Facebook Live 
Sunday in-church worship services have resumed on a limited basis. Both the 9:05 a.m. 
and the 11:00 a.m. services are limited to 50 attendees for each service. We need you to 
sign up, so we can abide by CDC and Conference guidelines. If you do not have a face 
covering, we have plenty to supply you with one. Ushers will seat you, and social distancing 
will be in effect. Of course, families can sit together!  Each Monday morning a new signup 
will be made for the following Sunday. If you are not on the church email list to receive the 
signup, please email the church office, officecumc@cullowheeumc.org to have your name 
added. Be sure to let us know which service you want to attend. 

 
Facebook Live Sunday Worship is at 9:05 a.m. until the end of June. Go here 
https://www.facebook.com/CullowheeUnitedMethodistChurch 
 
 
 

Gibby’s Going, Going, Almost Gone!  
 
 
There will be a Parking Lot going away party for our intern Rachel Gibby, this coming Sunday, May 2nd. Her family will be with her 
in the parking lot after the 9:05 service and before the 11:00 service. Please stop by to give Gibby a chance to say goodbye to you.  

 
 

 
 

Graduating High School Seniors  
Congratulations to our 9 high school seniors who are moving on to greater things and new life experiences.  We are proud of you.  
We will recognize them in the worship services on Sunday, May 23.  
 
Please send them a congratulations card! 
 
Jack Adams, PO Box 2048, Sylva, NC 28779 
Carson Frady, 169 Mouser Rd. Sylva, NC 28779 
Charlee Haney,1500 Pressley Creek Rd. Cullowhee, 28723 
Eli Metcalf, PO Box 2543, Cullowhee 28723 
Caleb Milkey, 126 Camelot Crest, Sylva, 28779 
Cody Miller, 292 Fullwood Lane, Sylva, 28779 
Norah Ruebel, 68 Sweet William Lane, Sylva 28779  
Lawson Wike, 281 University Hts. Cullowhee 28723 
Eden Wilson,90 Airy Lane, Sylva, 28779 
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The Cullowhee United Methodist Church’s Administrative Board Council met Sunday April 
25, 2021 and approved the hiring of Scarlette Pless as Director of Christian Education.  
 

My name is Scarlette Pless, and I am excited to begin serving Cullowhee 
Methodist as the Christian Education Director. I am a graduate of Western 
Carolina University (B.A. in Religion & B.S. in Communications) and Pfeiffer 
University (M.A. in Practical Theology). After I received my master’s degree and 
I served as a Christian Education Director for 4 years in my hometown of China 
Grove, my husband, Ryan and I moved back "home" to Cullowhee in 2016. 
When I was in undergrad at Western, I loved worshipping and being involved 
with Cullowhee UMC as well as the Wesley Foundation. I loved CUMC so 
much, I became a member. When we moved back, I could not wait to connect 
with my church family again. For the past five years, I have been teaching at 
Cullowhee Kids Preschool, working with the children and families of our church, 
the Wesley Foundation and volunteering with our youth. I look forward to 
teaching our children the stories of the Bible, being the hands and feet of Jesus 

with our youth and walking alongside the families of our church on their faith journey. When not at the church, I have fun with my 3 
adorable dogs and 1 cute kitty (oh, and my husband too). 

 
 

Administrative Board Council 
Use of 2020 Surplus Funds 

Jennifer Hinton, Administrative Council Chair 

2020 was a challenging year for everyone in a myriad of ways. Thanks to the generous support of the congregation, and our ability to secure a 
federal personnel grant that supported many of our employees when essential services- such as Cullowhee Kids preschool-  shut down, 
Cullowhee United Methodist Church did not suffer financially. The year left us with a surplus of funding. 

Knowing that many segments of our church and community still need desperate support, the Administrative Council voted to use over two-
thirds of our surplus funding to provide for those needs. By unanimous decision, the following projects and groups will be supported. 

 Enhance parsonage Reserve Account (for much needed renovations to the parsonage) 
 Replace mulch on the playground in support of Cullowhee Kids 
 Establish replacement reserve account for playground equipment 
 Connect parsonage to TWSA sewer line 
 Back the Wesley Foundation 
 Sustain United Christian Ministries 
 Fund HIGHTS’ summer programs 
 Set aside funds for future families in need 
 Provide ramp building materials (for persons who do not qualify for funding through the Council on Aging) 
 Extend mission support 

Approximately a third of the remaining monies will be reserved for additional needs as they arise. 

Thank you for loving recklessly, and for sharing your bounty with Cullowhee UMC. We hope to be good stewards by sharing these gifts. In 
combination with our prayers and service- and blessedly, our ability to be present together again- we believe these gifts will be a part of our 
witness to the community. 

 

 

WHEE READ!  
Summer Literacy Program at Cullowhee UMC returns for its 3rd year.  

The Duke Endowment is working with rural congregations in North Carolina to combat learning loss in their communities through 
evidence-informed summer literacy programs for rising first- through fourth graders. The goals are to improve literacy outcomes for 
students who are at risk for reading failure and encourage churches to play an effective role in helping children and families. 

The Whee READ Summer Camp at Cullowhee UMC will run June 28-July 30, 2021.The children are provided 3 hours of reading 
instruction each day, led by master teachers and assistants hired from local elementary schools. Afternoon enrichment 
opportunities may include music, art, science and engineering, physical activities, etc. This program is funded by a grant from the 
Duke Endowment as well as contributions from local organizations and Cullowhee UMC.  

The grant money will fund the teachers, but there is much more to running this program. It will take a LOT of us to make this project 
a success.  Areas where we need YOUR help include: 

 Reading Buddies: Volunteers to sit with a child and listen to them read. You must be fully vaccinated. 
 Nutrition:   Volunteers to help serve a simple nutritious breakfast at 8:15 and then cleanup.  
 Food scholarship support:   Please consider paying in full ($250) for a full scholarship or a partial amount for a student’s 

lunch for the 5 weeks. The students will eat lunch on campus at the cafeteria. 

Please think about how you can volunteer or support this program and thank you for your consideration.  The signup to volunteer 
will be sent out soon. 
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                                                    JOY Kids 

This past year the JOY Kids met virtually as well as with self-guided mission opportunities. Also, Sunday 
School met virtually every week. When meeting in person, they had procedures in place to practice social 
distancing and hand washing. This means masks were required for in person gatherings. 
 
They will finish the spring semester with a Picnic, May 8, 11am at East La Porte Park. 
 
 

 
 

Dear students, you are invited to join us  
 Saturday, May 1st, to say "see you later" to Gibby.  
 Departure Time: We will be leaving CUMC at 10:30am. Joyce Kilmer is 

about an hour and a half away. We will stop in Robbinsville to pick up our 
picnic from Wendy's (this will be on us) and will eat at the picnic area at 
Joyce Kilmer.  

 What you need to bring: mask, water bottle, and shoes to hike in.  
 Pick Up Time: We will be back to CUMC by 3:30.  

 
We hope you will join us for this special outing!   Blessings, Scarlet 

 
 

 
Wilderness Trail Adventure for Youth 

The Youth will attend Wilderness Adventure, July 18-23. Wilderness Adventure is 
located near Damascus, VA. with the Appalachian Trail close by.  Wilderness Trail is a 
backpacking ministry that takes people out of their comfort zone and places them in the 
beauty of God's creation. The youth will hike the AT during the day carrying everything 
they need in a pack, set up a different camp each night and then hike to a new camp the 
following day.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

 

 

 

                         “Anchored Deeping Faith in God” VBS 2021 

 Dates: Monday, July 12 and Tuesday, July, 13 
 Time: 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 
 Where: outside on the Cullowhee United Methodist Playground 
 Ages: Preschool – 5th grade 

Pre-register your child and a neighbor’s child for VBS! 

myvbs.org/cullowheeumc 

We are looking for volunteers for VBS! 

If you love working with kids, we have a job for you. We are looking for folks to: 

Check children in (Monday morning ONLY), lead the Bible Story station (for preschool and elementary), the Game station (for preschool and 
elementary), the Art station (for preschool and elementary) and for someone to oversee our snack station (for preschool and elementary). We 
also need volunteers to shepherd our children from station to station. VBS is TWO days this year (Monday, July 12th and Tuesday, July 13th) and 
it is earlier in the morning (9:00am-11:30am). If you are available on those days to volunteer, please click on the sign-up genius link. Thank you! 

Signup to Volunteer Here  
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May Birthdays 
        1     Melissa Rose Bauguess 
        2   Samantha Leclair, Kristina Davis 
        3     Linda Winter, Pam Buskey  
        4   Matt Wike. Logan Mayes   
        5     Bradley Lewis 
        6   Marcus Metcalf, Bo Webb 
        7     Juanita Phillips, Heather Hyatt 
               Cadence Railsback,  
               Gabito Saucedo Heckert 
        8     Jay Hinton, Linus Huffman 
        9     David White, Justin Railsback 
      10     Nancy Smith, Christy Rowe 
               Norman West,  Ben Ogletree 
     11      Mark Holliday 
     12   Sarah Forbis 
     14      Cori Debnam Cole, Scott Hotaling 
     15   Jonathan Scifers, Robert Webb  
     17      Roger Bacon 
     19      Kathy Wooten 
     21      Deborah Cochran 
     23   Avery Hester  
     24      Emily Crites, Tucker Stone 
 

 
     25       Wallace Anne Cloud 
     27    Julia Macaulay 
     28    Jo Ann Black 
     29       Carol Paulson, Tim Osment 
                Jack Ridenour, Keith Haskett 
     30       Paul S. Heckert   
     31       Jennifer Williamson, Brittney Haney  
 
May Anniversaries 
     4   Jack & Gail Debnam 
     8      Mike & Brenda Smith 
    11  Kelly & Christy Rowe 
    14     Wes & Suzanne Stone 
    17     Paul & Julia Heckert 
    19     Steve & Elaine White, Dawn Gilchrist & Tim Osment 
    21     Sam & Heather McGuire 
    23     Roger & Sheri Turk 
    24 Ron & Bonnie Stephens 
    27     Wally & Anne Bembry 
    31     Paul & Sue Heckert 
 


