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Ash Wednesday Communion Service 
February 22, 6:00 p.m.  

Please join us for Whee Dinner at 5:15 p.m. 

 
 

Church Playground News 
Exciting things are happening on the Cullowhee United Methodist Church Playground!  Construction has begun on the new playground for 
Cullowhee United Methodist Church and Cullowhee Kids Preschool.  The fence was moved in mid-January to enlarge the playground and the 
Nailbenders group removed the barriers and existing equipment to clear the way for the new Augusta Climber to be installed beginning on 
January 30th (weather permitting!).  The Augusta Climber is designed for use by children from 2-12 years of age and can accommodate up to 37 
children playing at the same time.  It is made of commercial-grade components and includes a lifetime warranty on structural components and 15 
years on the decking.  The children at Cullowhee Kids Preschool are bubbling with excitement over the beginning construction of their new 
playground! 

 
To date, the Playground Enrichment Project has raised approximately $22,500 
towards the project goal through grant-writing, hosting a Cullowhee Kids 
Reunion, and from general requests to church members and alumni of Cullowhee 
Kids.  We were able to secure the purchase of the climber in 2011 at a 
discounted price which was set to go up in 2012, thereby saving approximately 
$4,000.  Some of the expenses have turned out to be less than we had expected, 
due to generous donations of supplies, and other expenses have come up that 
were unanticipated.  We also still have a few more grants to write to finish up the 
project.   
However in order to meet our overall project goal of $35,000, there is still a need 
for approximately $7,000.  If you are able to contribute to the completion of this 
project (ahead of schedule!), we know that you will not be disappointed and will 
be able to see for yourself daily the impact your donation will have on the lives of 
children in our community.  Thank you so much for your continued support of our 
children at Cullowhee United Methodist Church! 

Fifteen Nailbenders helped to get the playground re ady for the new playground climber. 

 
 

 
Making Sense of the Essentials; A Discussion on Beli efs  

New Study starting Sunday, February 5, 9:50-10:45 a .m. 
The beginning discussion will still be on basic Christian beliefs. Drawing on Methodist Beliefs, the Apostles Creed, and a variety of theologians, 
we'll talk about what we believe and what it means to live out those beliefs through our faith. If you are currently not in a Sunday school class and 
have wanted a place to talk about questions and issues of faith in your life, come give this new small group a try the first Sunday in 
February. Led by Sherrie Schork 

 
 
 

Calling all Kids Preschool - 5th Grade! 
 

9:45-10:00am  GATHERING 
·  PreK –Gr 3  Gathering with Music  led by Christin Wilson and David Claxton in the Small Fellowship Hall 
·  Age 2 Greeting and Getting Settled with Nina Webb RM 125 
·  Gr 4-5 Time with Friends in Rm 213   with Eleanor and Libby 

 
10:00-10:50am  SUNDAY SCHOOL 

·  Age 2 Rock-a-Bye program led by Nina Webb, RM 125   
·  PreSchool – Rock-a-Bye program led by Amanda Patterson, Dean and Danielle Haney, RM 127 
·  GR K-1 All In One Bible Fun led by A.J. Grube and Larissa Miller,  RM 129 
·  GR 2-3 All In One Bible Heroes led by Lynley Hardie, Rachel Wike, and Christin Wilson, RM 212 
·  GR 4-5 A variety of studies age appropriate for “tweens” utilizing Bible study, faith sharing, and growing in discipleship. Led by Eleanor 

Macaulay and Libby McRae M 213 
 
 
 
February 12 We hope you will come and join us for a special Valentine's Day Super Sunday and learn about how 
much God loves US!   
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WHEE WEDNESDAYS (no Whee Wed. on Feb. 29) 
5:15-6:00      WHEE Wednesday Dinner  Reservations can be made on Sunday morning using the pew pocket slips or by emailing the church 
office at: cullowheeumc@frontier.com. You can also make a standing reservation. The suggested Free Will Offering to cover the cost of dinner is 
$5.00 for adults, $2.00 for children through age 12, and $15.00 Max per family. 
6:00-7:00   Kid’s Konnection for Grades K-5  led by Christin Wilson. 

 Children will learn what it means to connect as friends, connect to their  
 church and connect to God. 

YOUTH BREAK  (grades 6-10)  Join Molly Leikam in the Youth Suite for movies, games, homework and talk about the week. 
THREE SIMPLE QUESTIONS: KNOWING THE GOD OF LOVE, HO PE AND 
    PURPOSE, led by Sherrie Schork. 
BIBLE STORY STORIES , led by David  
Childcare for Infants–Preschool  

7:00-8:00 Math Tutoring  with Julie Barnes for those who need a little extra help with the 
  numbers. 

7:00-8:30 Choir Rehearsal  
We offer great support for those who cook our Wedne sday night meals. If you are interested in cooking a WHEE Wednesday dinner 
contact Sherrie Schork at sschork@yahoo.com  for all the details. 

 
 
 
 

High School and Middle School Youth 
February Schedule 

Sun. Feb.   5 Both Youth Groups Skiing at Cataloochee.  Go to 9:00 a.m. worship and  leave for Cataloochee after 
breakfast.    

Sun. Feb. 12  Both Youth Groups, 5:30-7:00 p.m. Pizza Night and  
                                       “New Beginnings” 
Sun. Feb. 19  Both Youth Groups, 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Sun. Feb. 26 Both Youth Groups, 5:30-7:00 p.m. Dinner Theme Night (don’t forget to bring some food to share) 
 
 

 
 

February 10 Parents Night Out  
The Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry will provide a “Kids Night Out”  for children of all ages to help parents have some time to enjoy a few 
hours of uninterrupted time.  This event will also help the college students raise money for their mission trip to Wyoming this May.  

·  What:  Kids Night Out (Macaroni and Cheese, Apple slices, Juice or Milk, and a parent approved snack will be provided. You can drop 
your child off with supper if you don’t want them to have the provided dinner) 

·  When:  Friday, February 10, 5:30pm – 10:00pm 
·  Where:  The Wesley Foundation (Upstairs from Cullowhee Kids in Cullowhee UMC) 
·  Who:  Children will be entertained and kept safe by college students who are members of the Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry 
·  How Much:  Generous Donations  

R.S.V.P. REQUIRED – Please R.S.V.P. or ask questions to Jay Hinton  - jay@wcuwesley.com or 368-4234 no later February 8. It’s ok to leave 
your R.S.V.P. on the voicemail! �  
Space is limited so reserve your spot today. 
 

 
Please Welcome the Webb Family 

Robert, Misti, Nicole and Bo Webb joined our church on December 4, 2011.  Robert is 
the Management Information Systems Director for Smoky Mountain Mental Health, 
and Misti is the Manager of Practice Operations for the Medwest Health System 
(Harris Hospital).  
 
They became interested in CUMC through their children who came with their aunt, 
Nina Webb, who works in the toddler room Sunday mornings.  Nicole is now 12 years 
old, a sixth-grader at Scotts Creek. She is part of the 21st Century Scholars program 
at Smoky Mountain High School and loves playing basketball. Robert “Bo” is in 
second grade at Scotts Creek, is a Wolf Cub, plays piano and basketball.  
 
Robert is an Assistant Scoutmaster with Bo’s Cub Scout troop, and Misti is a den 
leader. In their leisure time they like to boat, fish, camp, and play games.  Nicole is in 
the Middle School Youth Group, and the family have started coming to Whee 

Wednesdays.  They are impressed with how welcoming the church has been to them. 

 
 

Please Welcome Dawn Gilchrist-Young 
Dawn Gilchrist-Young joined CUMC on December 4, 2011. Dawn lives in Cullowhee and teaches English at 
Swain County High School, where she also serves as department chair. Her husband Eric recently 
performed at Sunday luncheon at CUMC as a bluegrass musician. In her leisure time Dawn likes to go 
walking in the woods, reading about people and the world, cooking enormous high fat meals, and sampling 
various American red wines. 
 
Dawn has a daughter Aaron who is a sophomore at Warren Wilson College. Aaron is a passionate 
backpacker, environmentalist, reader, feminist, and a student of native plants. Aaron brings great joy and 
wonder to Dawn’s life.  
 
Regarding CUMC, Dawn says she loves the way this church is a real community for everyone who wishes to 
participate, how it is open to all comers, and how David, Della and others appear to be conduits for the 
power of love.  We are so happy to have Dawn join us at CUMC! 
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Please Welcome the Collins Family   

Todd and Claire Collins joined our church on November 6, 2011. Todd is a political science professor 
at WCU, and Claire works part-time in the Public Policy Institute in the same department.  They have 
two children: James Watson, who is in the four-year-old class at Cullowhee Kids; and Audrey Marie, 
who is nine months old. In their limited leisure time, they like to spend their family time  playing games 
and visiting local parks.   
 
The Collins got acquainted with CUMC through having James in Cullowhee Kids. They also have a 
number of friends in the congregation who told them how much they enjoyed our church.  Now that 
they are members, Claire says, “We are really grateful to be a part of CUMC. Everyone has been so 
welcoming and we really feel like a part of the church family.”  We are so happy to have the Collins 
family join us! 

 
 

 
The Bruckner Family is doing fine in Chicago. 

We will hit the six month mark of marriage in six days. It’s been a very good thing. We were blessed to be able to spend the Christmas with 
Nikki's brother Hunter in the hospital in Anchorage. His doctors think his cancer, which was diagnosed at stage IV, has been responding to the 
chemo, but his is only three 1/2 months in, out of a nine month chemo program. It was a great blessing that Hunter was able to go home for the 
first time in three months of chemo treatment around New Years. His spirit really lit up seeing friends and sleeping in his own bed. The downside 
was it didn't get warmer than -20° while he was hom e. But that was alright, it just meant that we drank a lot of coffee and played a lot of 
Pictionary. 
 
Nikki and I will complete school in Chicago in May and drive up to Alaska and then fly to Nikki's home village of Unalakleet. There aren't any 
pastoral openings in the Covenant Churches in Alaska right now, so our plan is to get whatever jobs we can this summer and fall and finish up a 
couple of classes online. Both of us will graduate in December and seek a position in a Church in Alaska in January 2013. That sounds like a 
ways off, but it’s on our minds and in our prayers every day. We are doing our best to stay open to God's leading, and we do trust that He will 
provide for our needs. 
 
We do think of you all often and talk about and hope a visit will work out sometime this spring semester. I learned a lot from you and will always 
remember the impact of that summer in the mountains of North Carolina, which included expanding my understanding of fine southern cuisine 
and how sweet tea can be. Of course, you are welcome to visit us in Chicago or Alaska anytime. We hope you are well in Cullowhee and would 
love to hear any updates you have for us.   Peace, Nick and Nikki Bruckner. 
��
�

�
Nurturing Circle Meeting February 6 

The UMW Nurturing Circle will meet from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Monday, February 6, at the home of Lisa 
Bacon (586-8399).  Please bring a salad ingredient to share for a light supper.  All interested women are 
invited to attend. 
  
 

 
Morning Circle Meeting February 15 

The UMW Morning Circle will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, February 15, in the small fellowship hall for brunch and Bible study.  
This month we’re taking a closer look at Delilah.  Please join us! 
 
  
 

Waynesville District Mini-School of Christian Missi on March 24 
Mark your calendars now for this informative day about missions.  Rev. Ken Carter, Waynesville District Superintendent, will lead the 
Bible study on The Journey: Forgiveness, Restorative Justice, and Reconciliation.  Rev. Pam Carter will lead the geographical study 
on Haiti: Challenges and Hope.  Watch for more details in the March newsletter. 
  
 
 

 
Save Those Soup Labels and Box Tops! 

UMW would like to remind everyone to clip bar codes from qualifying 
products such as Campbell’s soups (complete list at 
www.labelsforeducation.com) and Box Tops for Education (complete list 
at www.boxtops4education.com).  The Labels for Education will go to 
Henderson Settlement, one of the four mission institutions in the Red 

Bird Missionary Conference in Kentucky.  The Box Tops for Education will go to Jackson County Schools, because we like local 
missions, too!�
 
 

United Methodist Men 
The United Methodist Men will meet Sunday, February 5 at 8 a.m. in the small Fellowship Hall with a breakfast and a meeting. 
 

 
Let Wesley Foundation help you clean with your spri ng cleaning! 

The Wesley Foundation Campus Ministry at Western Carolina University is collecting playable but unwanted DVD’s, CD’s, and Video Games 
(not cassette tapes or VHS tapes) of all genres. These will be used for a fundraiser to support their mission trip in May to Good Works, Inc. in 
Athens, Ohio.   The group will hold a CD and DVD Sale in late March on the campus of Western Carolina University.  Last year they grouped 
earned over $600 to go towards their international mission trip by doing the same thing. 
 
Please bring unwanted CD’s, DVD’s, and Video Game cartridges that are gently used or better to the collection box in the church office.  The 
collection process will begin February 1st and conclude on March 4th.  Please contact, Jay Hinton at 828-368-4234 or jay@wcuwesley.com if 
you have any questions. 
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PAGERS for our NURSERY!!   Restaurant-style pagers are available for our 
nursery.  If you would like to use one, just stop into the infant room and the 
attendant there will help you.   
 

 
 

Cullowhee United Methodist Family Responsibilities for February 2012 
 

Children’s Church for February  
  5    Christy Rowe 
12    Sandy Railsback 
19    Christy Rowe  
26    Sandy Railsback 
 

Acolytes for February  
  5  Domanique Haney  
12  Caroline Cowan 
19  Noah Hinton 
26  Charlee Haney 
 

Greeters for February  
  5    Rosie Reeser  
12    Lisa Bacon 
19    Theresa Kravetz 
26    Sue Heckert 
 
Head Usher  Greg Bauguess  

Children’s Message February  
  5   Sheri Turk  
12   Lisa Bacon  
19   Kathy Wooten 
26   Sherrie Schork 
 
Hospitality Team  

 
Altar Flowers for February  
  5    Open 
12    Open 
19    Open 
26    Open 
 
 

  5   Carol Taylor, Bacons, Chris Friesner, St. Johns  
12   Hinton Family, Karen Walston, Wallaces, 
       Kathy Wooten 
19   Tracy Musick, Mayes, Hester Family 
       Teresa Kravetz 
26   Tom & Melissa Johnson, Turks  
       Elaine White, Earl & JoAnn Black 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wesley Foundation Golf Classic 2012 
The Wesley Foundation invites you to shake the winter chill off of your clubs to participate in their second 
Golf Classic on April 14, 2012 at Lake Junaluska Golf Course. The event will have a shotgun start at 1:00pm 
and will be a Captain’s Choice format. The entry fee is $200 per team of 4 (or $50 for an individual who will 
be put on a team upon arrival). The fee includes: 18 holes of golf, gift bag, post-tournament cookout, and 
chances for prizes. The event will happen rain or shine. 
 
The organizers are also looking for sponsors and players for the event. Sponsor levels include: $100 – Hole 
Sponsor, $250 - Silver Sponsor, and $500 – Gold Sponsor.  The details of these sponsor levels and 
registration forms can be found on the Wesley Foundation website www.wcuwesley.com under the “News 
and Information” tab.  The Wesley Foundation is encouraging area churches, merchants, and restaurants to 
consider sending some teams to play or becoming a sponsor. In addition Hinton says he encourages those 
who want to honor a loved one, who are part of a Sunday school class, or anyone who just wants to support 
Wesley Foundation’s work on campus to consider being a sponsor.  There have already been a few teams to 
sign up and have several local businesses committed as sponsors. 
 

For further information, contact Sue Heckert at the Cullowhee UMC office at 828-293-9215, or Jay Hinton at 828-368-4234/ 
jay@wcuwesley.com.  Registration forms and sponsor information forms can be mailed to you or obtained on the website: 
www.wcuwesley.com under the “News and Information” tab. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February Birthdays  
  1 Susan Bogart 
  2 Bob Morris, Calvin Maye 
  6 Tracy Musick 
  7         Misti Webb 
  8 Katherine Scifers 
             Rusty Mau  
  9 George Yates 
11 Mike Kolenbrander  
             Colbie Williamson  
             Jessica Spaulding  

Carol Taylor  
13 Pam Pittman 
14 Alex Madill, Chris Hensley 
15 Danny Mellen, Jim Weir 
17         Jean Weekley Scott 
             Ron Stephens 
18 Bill Anderson, Dan Grube 
19 Lucy Hepp 
 

 
20  Dan Powell 
21 Valerie Henderson 
24 Emily Starnes, Rachel Wike 
28 Eli Corwin, Heather Rowell 
             Charles Schrader  
             Kari Hensley 
 
If you would like to be put on the birthday and 
anniversary list, please contact the church office.  
 
February Anniversaries  
2 Brent & Heather Hyatt 
4 Ben & Carol Smoot 
16 Norman & Carol West 
18 Lamar & Linda Haney 
26         Kenny & Laura Cook 
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Thank you 
Thank you for the wonderful gifts you gave to hundreds of children through the Jackson County Christmas Store. Many of you gave 
money, worked with the families, shopped, brought food and were a tremendous help.  THANK YOU!   From Elaine White and 
Wanda Kidd. 

 
 
 

Bingo Prizes Needed  
 Bingo prizes are needed for our friends at Jackson Village.  Item ideas:  toiletries, stationary, games, everyday 
practical items, etc. Prizes may be left in the church office. 

 
 


