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The Annual Welcome Back Luncheon  for our church family and WCU students will be enjoyed Sunday, August 29 , 
following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.  Each church family is asked to bring a covered dish to feed their family plus 3-5 
others. This is a great fellowship time to get re-acquainted after the summer and to welcome students to our church 
family. 
 

GET READY!  MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
for the beginning of WHEE WEDNESDAYS starting Septe mber 15. 

 Wednesday nights are going to look different this year with new fellowship and study opportunities for Adults, Youth, and Children. 
There has been a lot of talk, planning, and continued preparation to expand our Wednesday night programs. Our continued goal will 
be to provide a place of community and fellowship for our church family as well as to offer an inviting place of entry for those outside 
our doors while growing together in faith and discipleship.  Each Wednesday everyone is invited to find their place in the following 
schedule of events. 
 
5:15-6:00   All Church Dinner in the Large Fellowship Hall  
   (Nursery Available for Childcare) 
5:45-6:30   NEW! Children's Choir (Grades K-5) and Chimes (Grades 4-6) 
6-7:00    Adult Study (More to be announced regarding SOUL LIFE, Learning    
  How  God Transforms Our Lives Through "Soul Practices." 
6-7:00   NEW! Clubhouse for YOUTH  
   (Youth fellowship, fun, and short devotion for Jr. and Sr. High) 
6:30-7:00   NEW! Helping Hands Children's Ministry (GR K-5)  
   (Fun, Active, Mission Activities for children) 
7:00-8:30    Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
     
We need the hands and hearts of many to insure our success. There are many ways for you to help that will fit both your interest and 
your time availability. If you are interested in helping with our meals, providing an adult presence with our youth, working with our 
children in mission, or want to serve as a table host for the adult Soul Life study, contact Sherrie Schork through email 
cullowheeumc@frontier.com or by calling the church office at 293-9215 to find out more. Whatever your age or interest there is 
something for you on WHEE WEDNESDAYS!   

 
 

 
The Back to School Project  with the Jackson County Department of Social Services helps 
provide school supplies to the children in Jackson County.  Last year, the joy and satisfaction in 
the children’s eyes when they saw their new shoes, book bags and school supplies was priceless.  
Please make a difference in a child’s life by making a donation to CUMC and marking it “Back to 
School.” 

 
�

 
                       Cullowhee Kids 

 

Cullowhee Kids needs people willing to risk life and limb to serve as substitute teachers this school year. If you 
would like another star in your crown, please contact Sandy Railsback, 293-5624, or Bonnie Stephens in the 
church office.  And, oh yeah, we pay $10 per hour. 

 
Acolyte Training 

Children in the 3rd grade and older have the opportunity to serve the church as acolytes.  The training is done 
by Linda Fulk. Each acolyte serves once every 6-8 weeks.  If you are interested in this very important part of 
worship, please contact Linda at 631-3106. 
�

Youth Group Summer Activities 
The Junior High Youth Group spent a day in June at Dollywood and had a big fun time. 

 
Our Senior High Youth spend a day in July working with the Step-by-Step 
Ministry underpinning a trailer and building handicapped assessable steps.  
They worked with power tools, learned new skills and enjoyed helping 
neighbors and would like to do more of this type of work. 
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Eleven Senior High Youth Group and 5 adults spent a long day biking 34 miles on the Virginia Creeper Trail (VCT) from Whitetop, 
Va. to Abingdon, Va. They rented bikes in Damascus and were shuttled to the top of the trail. The first half of the trail was a fun down 
hill run for 14 miles, then relatively flat for 14 miles and finally a 6 mile sweaty gradual climb to the finish. Everyone finished the 
adventure in good spirits and with only slight injuries. One of the trail surprises was a rope swing along the Holston River with most 
everyone taking 1-3 swings out and dropping into the river. This was an adventure the youth will remember for a long time and 
perhaps bike again as a group or with their family. For more information ask a Senior High Youth about the VCT. 

 
YOUTH NOTES 
 
There has been a lot of talk and questions about the new structure of our Youth Ministry. The July Jr. High and Sr. 
High member and parent Listening Sessions were very helpful in identifying those things we do well with our youth 
ministry and those areas we can improve upon. We learned that the Youth of this church enjoy time together in social 
activities, mission projects, and interactive/discussion studies. We are working to improve planning and preparation by 
developing a calendar of events for the school year so that youth and parents can make their plans to include youth 
activities and youth members are more comfortable inviting friends to join them. Better communication is being 
developed through a youth member directory and revamping our Facebook page. Everyone mentioned their 
excitement around renovating the upstairs office space into a new space for our youth. 
 
We are changing the structure of our Sunday Night Youth Group Meetings by resourcing and supporting our new 
Youth Leaders. High School Leaders will be Marcus and Greta Metcalf, Lisa and Kent Briggs, and Manning 
Wimberley. Middle School Leaders as of this date are Laura Spaulding and Molly Leikam. (others to be announced 
soon). Youth Leaders will meet once a month to provide input and to review already prepared Sunday night 
programming. Additional youth leadership will be through our Sunday school teachers, Julie Barnes for High School 
and Eric Ridenour for Middle School and adult leadership is being sought for Wednesday nights.  
 
In addition to the Jr. High Dollywood trip and the High School Virginia Creeper trip, two end of the summer events are 
being planned. Jr. High youth should be looking for an announcement for a day trip to Cades Cove and a day raft trip 
is being scheduled for our Sr. High.  
      
Sunday, September 12 is our first Sunday Night Youth Group meeting. Parents are asked to join youth for dinner and 
an outline of the coming school year events. We hope to include conversations around fund raising and extra youth 
events, and then conclude our evening with a softball game of youth verses parents. 
 
Cullowhee UMC is fortunate to have so many gifted youth and parents. Our youth ministry remains a high priority for 
all of our church members. If you are interested in assisting in this ministry through helping with the new youth space 
renovation, being part of one of the end of the summer trips, or assisting our youth ministry in any way, please contact 
Sherrie Schork by email at cullowheeumc@frontier.com or by calling the church office at 293-9215. 
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You will not want to miss Annual Meeting this year!  It doesn't get any closer--it's in our very own church.  You'll also love the 
program, because it is our very own Wesley Foundation.  Half of our Chicken Feed love offering will go to support Wesley 
Foundation.  Based on the current needs at the United Methodist Committee on Relief, the hands-on project has been changed to 
school kits.  The list of items per kit is given below, along with a link for the pattern for the bag the supplies go in (if you choose to 
make a bag rather than buy one). 
        Hands-On Project for District Annual Meetin g—School Kits 
New Items only. 
1 pair blunt scissors (rounded tip) 
3 pads (or loose leaf) of 8 1/2" x 11" ruled paper 
1 30-centimeter ruler 
1 hand held pencil sharpener 
6 unsharpened pencils with erasers 
1 eraser, 2 1/2" 
1 box of 24 crayons (only 24) 
Prepare a 14" x 16" (finished size) cloth bag with handles and 
an optional closure (Velcro®, snap or button). 
Get detailed information on the UMCOR website: 
http://new.gbgmumc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/school-kit/ 
(There is a link on this page to the page with pattern for the bag.) 
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The church has a new email address: cullowheeumc@frontier.com  
 

 
UMW Morning Circle 

The Morning Circle will meet August 18th in the old Fellowship Hall at 10 am for our study on Women of the Bible  led by Linda Fulk. 
All women all encouraged to join us for good food and fellowship.  
 
 
 

UMW Book Discussion Group 
The next book for the Book Discussion Group has been selected.  Sunday, August 22 at 5:30 p.m., they will discuss, Closing the 
Food Gap: Resetting the Table in the Land of Plenty, by Mark Winne.  The author combines deep personal experiences with the 
stories of patrons of food pantries, bodegas and convenience stores, and those who use organic and local products to expose a 
dangerous dietary split in the United States.  The book presents a vision for realistic partnerships in which family farms and 
impoverished communities come together to get healthy, locally produced food onto everyone’s table.  From the United Methodist 
Women’s Reading Program. 
                        
 
 
 

Cullowhee United Methodist Family Responsibilities for August 2010 
 
The following is the list of nursery workers.  If you cannot serve on the day assigned, please contact Bonnie Stephens at 293-1154 as soon as possible.  Please 
review the procedures policy both for workers and for parents.  We want to make every effort to keep our children as safe as possible.  Thank you for your 
willingness to serve CUMC in this way.    If you have any questions or concerns, contact Bonnie Stephens. 
 

 Infants & Crawlers Toddlers Preschoolers 
1-Aug Libby McRae Rose Bauguess Greg Bauguess 
8-Aug Sarah Forbis Michael Forbis Bonnie Stephens 
15-Aug Juanita Phillips Lloyd Phillips Cadence Railsback 
22-Aug Keri Hensley Bonnie Stephens Greta Metcalf 
29-Aug Bonnie Stephens Greta Metcalf Sheri Turk 

 

PAGERS for our NURSERY!!   Restaurant-style pagers are available for our nursery.  If you would like to use one, just stop into the infant room and 
the attendant there will help you.   

August Worship Responsibilities  

Children’s Church for August  
1 Sandy Railsback 
8 Sandy Railsback 
15 Christy Rowe 
22 Sandy Railsback 
29         Sandy Railsback 

Acolytes for August  
1      Katy McRae            
8      Josh Wagner 
15    Chloe Wood 
22    Quinn Manning            
29    Spencer Stone 

Greeters for August  
1      Rosie Reeser 
8      Lisa Bacon 
15    Sue Heckert 
22    Sue Heckert 
29    Roz Behre 

Children’s Message August  
1      Sheri Turk  
8      Lisa Bacon  
15    Sherrie Schork  
22    David Reeves 
29    Kathy Wooten 

Altar Flowers for August  
1       Open 
8       Open   
22     Reeser Family and Susan and Loren Fouts 
29     Open 

 
Head Usher for August  
George Weekley 
 
 

 
 

August Birthdays 
  

August Anniversaries 
1    Natalie Steinbicker  
2    Joseph Y. Bassett,   
      Caleb Corwin, Nathan 
Starnes 
      Sarah Thompson  
3    Louisa Madill 
4    Mark Teague 
5    Lawson Wike 
6    Eliza Macaulay, Sylvana &  
      Geneva Witherspoon  
10  Mike Owens 
11  Jason DuPree, Charlie 
Myers 
12  Christine Bassett, Kyle 
Bewsey 
13  Jeanette Morrison Cody 
      Darold Londo, Shannon 
Cowan 
14  Sarah DuPree, Ron Mau 
15  Shane Pittillo  
  
 
 

 
16  Justin Tye, Ed Taylor, 
      Pat Acheson 
17  Roz Behre, Calvin 
Huffman 
18  Liam Patterson 
19  Hollis Ayling, Vicki 
Greene 
20  Lew Cloud, Ally Esco 
      Stacey Hepp 
22  Jay Scifers 
23  Spencer Stone 
      Melissa Henson 
      Mattie & Ella Queen 
24  George Weekley, Jr. 
25  Brennan Burke, Betty 
Farmer 
27  Kathy Moore 
28  Jessica Heckert,  Angie 
Cloud 
31  Jenna Bates, Gail 
Debnam 
  
  

 
5   Ruth and Robert Anderson 
6   Brian and Sandy Railsback 
7   Earl and Jo Ann Black 
9   Richard and Nancy Smith 
10  Frank and Donna Watson 
11  Jim and Gloria Wallace 
14  Jim and Rena Rowell 
18  Bill and June Benson 
20  Larry and Nancy 
Kolenbrander 
28  Dan and Jean Pittillo 
31  Bill and Linda Hambrick 
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Susie Ray was the CUMC delegate to the WNCUMC Annual Conference held at Lake Junaluska, June 11-13, 2010.  These are Susie’s 
notes: 
Annual Conference has two basic parts:  worship services and plenary (business) sessions. Bishop Goodpaster presided. He expressed the notion that he wished annual 
conference was all worship services for spiritual renewal, but that it was necessary to conduct business matters that affect all the churches in the annual conference. 
 
From beginning to end, his message in several sermons was that it is time to rethink church for the 21st century. The new church needs to be a missional church, not one in 
which missions is a program in the church. We need to go outside the church to take care of the needs in our local community as well as those who need our help throughout 
the world. (All conference offerings went to Haiti relief). 
 
In order to accomplish our goals, the annual conference has allocated funds in the 2011 budget for coaches and consultants to train ministers and church leaders in what it 
means to be the body of Christ in the 21st century. The “power of three” goals are to follow Christ, make disciples, and transform the world. 
 
Annual Conference is also the occasion for sending new persons into ministry: from local pastors to the ordaining of deacons and elders, to fixing appointments to the 1125 
churches in the conference.  It is also a time to recognize the retiring members of the clergy, thanking them for their years of service and a time to remember the clergy and 
spouses who have died since last year’s meeting. The individual prayers made for ordaining the clergy who committed themselves to lifelong service was especially 
meaningful. Each candidate knelt, the bishop laid hands on their shoulders, family/friends in the audience stood to add their support, and the bishop prayed for each by name. 
 
In the plenary sessions: 
 
The Bishop reported on the state of the church in the WNC conference: 1) There was a 7% increase in professions of faith in 2009; 2) More churches are conducting 
confirmation classes; 3) more people transferred into the UMC than out of it. We sent 3267 mission teams out (exceeding goal by 267), involving almost 18,000 people. Impact 
Community sent 14,000 volunteers into communities across the conference on June 5, serving a half million people.  
 
However, there have been declines in membership (1%) and church attendance (1%) even though population in North Carolina is growing.  Apportionment dwindled, but is 
coming back up this year.  Four churches in the conference had to be closed (one in Jackson County, John’s Creek), due to the low number of congregants.  
 
North Carolina Council of Churches. A report from George Reed, executive director. George Reed reported on the activities of the North Carolina Council of Churches, 
an ecumenical group celebrating 75 years. Their goal is to promote and model Christian Unity and to enable people of faith to work together on matters of justice, compassion 
and peace. The NC Council of Churches has been on the vanguard of taking positions on the social issues throughout its history, among them civil rights, rights of women, 
health and environmental problems. He thanked the conference for their support. 
 
Upper Room celebrates 75 years of publishing. Jerry Haas from the Upper Room staff told the group that the first edition was 100,000 and it has now grown to 2.2 million 
copies printed in 40 languages and distributed in 100 countries.  
 
Lake Junaluska will celebrate its 100th year in 2013 and the planning has already begun, according to Jimmy Carr, Executive Director.  He presented Bishop Goodpaster 
with a limited edition of The Ante-Chamber of Heaven, by Bill Lowery, a history of Lake Junaluska.  
 
President of the United Methodist Men, Richard Strachan reported on the activities of that group this past year. He was especially pleased with the success of 2010 rally of 
Methodist Men held at Lake Junaluska in April that included Boy Scouts. He told of the support for the Upper Room Prayer List, which receives 35,000 calls per month, the 
Children’s Home, Scouting, second career pastoral scholarships (6-8 each year), and Impact Community. They have initiated a new program called Letters from Dad. Hank 
Dozier, Charlotte, is new president. 
 
United Methodist Women. Mildred Carter reported that seven new UMWs were established in 2009.   For the 9th year, WNCC is the number one conference in the nation in 
mission giving: over 1 million dollars! 
 
Conference Council on Youth Ministries. Philip Howard told of the beach trip to Oak Island that involved 1000 youth. Over 300 answered the call to Christ.  One project was 
packing 40,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now.  
  
Duke Endowment.  Rev Robb Webb reported that Duke awarded more than 200 grants to rural churches totaling more than $13 million last year. 
 
Board of Pensions and Health Benefits. Mark Edwards reported that $6903 went into the pension fund for each member of clergy, for a total cost of $6,200,000. He noted 
that we needed more money to meet actuarial needs in 2011 -12, probably $1,500,000.  Health plans are available for active and retired clergy.  
 
Petitions to the Conference.  There were 32 petitions presented to the conference by delegates representing various churches. Most were approved as stated, but some were 
tabled.  They were much more controversial and included calling a halt to the war in Afghanistan, reversing Judicial Council Decision 1032 (condones denial of fellowship to 
homosexuals), allowing clergy to marry at their discretion, reaffirming the church’s policy of inclusion, and disavowing heterosexism. Petitions 23 and 24 that concern the 
benefits to the clergy were referred to back to the Council of Finance and Administration. 
Budget for 2011 presented by Council of Finance and Administration. 
Various items in the budget were brought up for discussion by the lay members. The university scholarships for Methodist schools were cut to zero. An amendment that the 
amount of $494, 971 allocated in 2009 be reduced gradually by 25% per year for the next three years was offered. When it was revealed that only two schools, Pfeiffer and 
Greensboro, had made an application for funds after all were notified, it was determined that only those two schools would be affected by the amendment. (A plea was made by 
a campus minister representing state schools to keep their funds intact, a line item of $487,000, and those funds stayed intact.) The amendment passed. 
 
The delegates also voted not to increase the salaries of the district superintendents, which were to be raised 2.8% each in 2011 budget. There was also a plea that the funds for 
the Children’s Home not be reduced.  All amendments had to go back to the CF & A group for consideration. In the final analysis, the delegation asked that the budget be 
increased by $225,340 without increasing the bottom line.  
 
Task Force on Conference Location. Formed in 2008 the task force worked two years and recommended that the annual conference move to Greensboro in 2011, on a one-
year trial basis. The Task Force stated these needs for the annual conference: gathering space for 3500 delegates, break-out rooms, parking for 2500 cars, ability to feed 2500-
3000 people and 1500 guest rooms for sleeping. 
 
Last year 2700 registered for Annual Conference out of 3500 that were eligible. (Stuart Auditorium has 2000 seats). A spread sheet comparing costs for Lake Junaluska, 
Greensboro, and Charlotte was available to delegates Saturday morning.  That afternoon, the delegates voted to keep the conference at Lake Junaluska 1007 to 526, an 
indication of how important this location is to the conference delegates.  
 

Josh Belvin and Elizabeth 
Frick were married Sat. July 17 

at First UMC Waynesville. 

David Shular and Pam 
Dehdashty were married Sat. 

July 17 at  
Webster UMC. 

 

together with  
steve & nita smith and jack & gail debnam 

 
carly smith 

and  
travis debnam 

 
request the pleasure of your company 

at the celebration of their union 
saturday, the twenty-eight of�august 

two thousand and ten 
half past three o’clock in the afternoon 

levi residence 
2854 sunbury road – galena, ohio 

 
Reception to follow 
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An extensive report and the booklets from the conference are on file on CUMC church office. 1) 2010 Services of Worship; 2) Supplement to Programs and Reports; 3) WNC 
Annual Conference Appointments for 2010-2011. 
 
Susie Ray, Lay Delegate to Annual Conference, 2010 

 
 

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED 
You Can Change a Lifetime! 

All children deserve a safe, happy life — including the 513,000 American youth in foster care today. The Children’s Home is in need of new 
foster parents.  Our communities are taking custody of more and more children and we have not been able to respond to this need with the current 
foster families we have.  As in the past, we are hoping our Methodist Churches will “respond to the call!”  You have always been a wonderful 
source of individuals, couples and/or families who share our values.  Young people right here in our own communities are in dire need of 
nurturing adults because their own families are in crisis and unable to care for them.  24 hour support, financial reimbursement, and excellent 
training provided. Contact The Children’s Home, Inc. at (828) 349-6002.  FREE training classes will begin at the end of August.  Enroll now to 
give back to your community and make a difference in the life of a child. 


